SOVIET  PERSPECTIVE  AND  THE  FUTURE
that of the worker in England or America, but other
things have to be taken into account/* This always
sounds weak. In future, however, it is the Eight Wing
critic who will be in this position. He will be saying:
"Yes, it is true that they have a higher standard of
living in Russia, but . . ." and any <fbut" will then
sound lame. The old story about the "cost" in human
suffering, the fifteen million lives lost in war, famine,
revolution and civil war, will fall upon ears that are
growing increasingly deaf as the catastrophes in
question sink further and further into the past.
Meanwhile, Fascists will continue, under capitalism,
to howl and perform their rituals at Nurnberg and
Rome for the benefit of populations no less hungry
than before, and people will cease to say complacently:
"Yes, but Hitler has done matvels for Germany,** on
<cYes, but the trains in Italy run on time now.**
Then, the physical way of life of people in England
and America, on the one hand, and in the Soviet Union
on the other, will become very similar* The housing
problem, in the Soviet Union, will be solved as the
influx of peasants into the cities slackens, and it will
slacken as the mechanisation of agriculture is com-
pleted. The absence of overcrowding, after a few
years, will allow the family to reappear in Soviet
society, firstly among the specialists and relatively
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